


carbon with them to the depths of 
the ocean, where it stays for a long 
time. But they also stimulate the 
production of plankton which use 
carbon dioxide for photosynthesis, 
locking up an estimated 20 to 40 
per cent of the carbon in their 
microscopic bodies when they too 
die – by transporting nutrients to 
the surface of the waters in which 
they roam. In this way, these tiny 
plankton are estimated to sequester 


